COUNTRIES AND LANGUAGES SPOKEN
________________________________________________________
When seeking the assistance of an interpreter or translator, it is vital that the appropriate language be identified.  Some people may use a non standard variety of language such as a dialect, e.g. Hokkien (Chinese), Lebanese (Arabic).  However, the distinction between some dialects and languages is not always clear for a variety of reasons.

The following information is intended to provide useful general information regarding countries and the major languages spoken in those countries.  It should be stressed that the listing provides general guidance only and it is not intended to be inclusive of all the languages and/or dialects that may be spoken.

	Country
	Main Language/s
	Dialects and other languages spoken

	Afghanistan
	Pushtu, Dare
	Uzbeki Turkmani, Baluchi, Pashaii, Nuristani 

	Albania
	Albanian
	Greek

	Algeria
	Arabic
	French, Berber dialects

	Argentina
	Spanish
	Italian, Native languages

	Armenia 
	Armenian
	Arabic, Turkish, French, Russian, Azeri

	Assyria
	Assyrian (Syriac)
	Chaldean, Arabic, Persian

	Austria
	German
	

	Azerbaijan
	Azeri
	Russian, Armenian, Lezgin

	Bangladesh
	Bengali
	English, Urdu, Assamese

	Byelarus
	Byelarussian
	Russian, Ukranian, Polish

	Belgium
	French, Dutch
	German, Flemish

	Bolivia
	Spanish
	Quechua, Aymara

	Bosnia-Herzegovina
	Bosnian
	Croatian, Serbian

	Brazil
	Portuguese
	Amerindian languages

	Brunei
	Malay
	Chinese, English, Brunei

	Bulgaria
	Bulgarian
	Turkish, Romany, Greek

	Cambodia
	Khmer
	Mandarin, Teo Cjhiew, Vietnamese, French

	Canada
	English, French
	

	Chile
	Spanish
	Amerindian languages

	China
	Cantonese, Mandarin
	Hakka, Tibetan, Mongolian, Hokkien, Fukkien and many other languages

	Colombia
	Spanish
	Amerindian languages

	Cook Islands
	Cook Is. Maori, English
	Raratonga, Pukapuka and others

	Country
	Main Language/s
	Dialects and other languages spoken

	Costa Rica
	Spanish
	Creole, English

	Croatia
	Croation
	Bosnian, Slovenian, Serbian

	Cuba
	Spanish
	

	Cyprus
	Greek, Turkish
	

	Czech Republic
	Czech
	

	Denmark
	Danish
	Faroese

	East Timor
	Tetum
	Portuguese, Hakka

	Ecuador
	Spanish
	Quechua

	Egypt
	Arabic
	

	Eritrea
	Tigrinya, Tigre
	Amharic

	Estonia
	Estonia
	Russian

	Ethiopia
	Amharic
	Tigrinya, Oromo Italian, Arabic

	Fiji
	Fijian
	Hindi

	Finland
	Finnish
	Swedish, Sami

	France
	French
	Basque, Breton, Provencal

	Germany
	German
	

	Ghana
	English, Akan
	Ewe, other African languages

	Greece
	Greek
	Macedonian, Turkish, Albanian

	Guatemala
	Spanish
	Native languages

	Haiti
	French
	Creole

	Honduras
	Spanish
	Native languages

	Hong Kong
	Cantonese
	Other Chinese dialects

	Hungary
	Hungarian
	Romanian

	India
	Hindi, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayam, Konkani, Manipari
	Kashmiri, Sindhi, Bengali, Urdu, Punjabi, Assamese, Nepalese & 18 other official languages.

	Indonesia
	Bahasa Indonesian
	Javanese, Sudanese, Madurese

	Iran
	Persian (Farsi)
	Azeri, Kurdish, Armenian, Arabic, Turkish, Baluchi, Assyrian

	Iraq
	Arabic
	Kurdish, Assyrian, Turkmani

	Ireland (Eire)
	English
	Irish Gaelic

	Israel
	Hebrew
	Arabic, Yiddish, Russian

	Italy
	Italian
	Italian dialects

	Japan
	Japanese
	

	Jordan
	Arabic
	

	Kenya
	Swahili
	Kikuyu, Gujarati, Masai


	Country
	Main Language/s
	Dialects and other languages spoken

	Kiribati
	I-Kiribati
	English

	Korea – North
	Korean
	

	Korea – South
	Korean
	

	Kurdistan
	Kurdish
	Arabic, Turkish, Persian

	Kuwait
	Arabic
	English

	Laos
	Laotian
	Hmong, Chinese dialects, French

	Latvia
	Latvian (Lettish)
	Russian, Polish

	Lebanon
	Arabic
	Armenian, French

	Lithuania
	Lithuanian
	Russian, Polish Russian, Polish

	Macau
	Portuguese, Cantonese
	Other Chinese languages

	Macedonia
	Macedonian
	Albanian, Serbian

	Malaysia
	Malay, (Bahasa Malay)
	Tamil, Sinhalese, Cantonese, Hokkien, and other Chinese dialects

	Malta
	Maltese
	Italian, English

	Mauritius
	English
	Creole, Hindi, Urdu, French

	Mexico
	Spanish
	Native languages

	Morocco
	Arabic
	Berber dialects, French

	Myanmar (Burma)
	Burmese
	English, Karen, native languages

	Nauru
	Nauruan
	English, I-Kiribati, Chinese, Tuvaluan

	Nepal
	Nepali
	

	Netherlands
	Dutch
	Friesian

	New Zealand
	English
	Maori

	New Caledonia
	French
	Melanesian, Wallisian

	Nicaragua
	Spanish
	Miskito

	Niue
	English, Niuen
	

	Norway
	Norwegian
	Sami

	Pakistan
	Urdu
	Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashto, Baluchi

	Palestine
	Arabic
	

	Papua New Guinea
	Pidgin, English
	Hiri Motu, native languages

	Paraguay
	Spanish, Guarani
	

	Peru
	Spanish
	Quechua, Aymara

	Phillipines
	Filipino, Tagalog
	Cebuano, Ilcano, Hiligaynon, Ilongo, Bicol

	Poland
	Polish
	Ukranian


	Country
	Main Language/s
	Dialects and other languages spoken

	Portugal
	Portuguese
	

	Romania
	Romanian
	Hungarian, German

	Russia
	Russian,
	Ukranian, Tatar

	Samoa (Western)
	Samoan
	English

	Saudi Arabia
	Arabic
	

	Serbia & Montenegro
	Serbian
	Croatian, Albanian

	Seychelles
	Creole
	French, English

	Singapore
	Mandarin, Malay, Tamil, Hakka
	

	Slovakia
	Slovak
	Hungarian

	Slovenia
	Slovenian
	

	Solomon Islands
	English
	Pidgin

	Somalia
	Somali
	Arabic, Swahili

	South Africa
	Afrikaans, English
	Zulu, Xhosa, Swazi

	Spain
	Spanish (Castillian)
	Catalan, Galician, Basque

	Sri Lanka
	Sinhala
	Tamil

	Sudan
	Arabic
	Nubian

	Sweden
	Swedish
	Finnish, Sami

	Switzerland
	German, French
	Italian, Spanish, Romansch

	Syria
	Arabic
	Kurdish, Armenian, Aramaic

	Taiwan
	Mandarin
	Taiwanese, Hakka

	Thailand
	Thai (Siamese)
	Chinese dialects, Malay, Khmer

	Tokelau
	Tokalauan
	English

	Tonga
	Tongan
	English

	Tunisia
	Arabic
	French, Berber

	Turkey
	Turkish
	Kurdish, Arabic

	Tuvalu
	Tuvaluan
	English, Kiribati dialect

	Ukraine
	Ukranian
	Russian, polish

	United Arab Emirates
	Arabic
	

	Uruguay
	Spanish
	

	Vanuatu
	Bislama, English, French
	Melanesian dialects

	Venezuela
	Spanish
	Native languages

	Vietnam
	Vietnamese
	Cantonese, Khmer, Teo Chiew

	Yemen
	Arabic
	

	Yugoslavia (former)
	See:  Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia
	

	Zimbabwe
	English, Shone
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